August 2, 1969 



Dear Hal, 

Received your letter of 7/26 and am replying not only £0 that 
one hut to your other letters you sent which I failed to respond to 
until now. I'm sorry I couldn't answer before but I waited until L 
bought this typewriter to write you. That robbery that took place in 
my apartment early this year cost me plenty and it is only by saving 
month by month that I was able to get the typewriter. (I also purchased 
an inexpensive Panasonic tape recorder of the casette type and a pysr 
xra.d±H radio which also was stolen I needed to replace) • I intend to 
get another tape recorder of the reel type but I'm saving f©r that 
and won't be able to buy one for at least a few months. If it wasn't 
for the expensive car payments I'm making on the Toyota car I bought 
I would have had all these .things I needed much sooner. 

How about the Kolby bit I mentioned in my phone conversation 
with you around July 2 nd. Here are the details gleaned from my notes. 
Kolby' s name was mentioned to me by Jonn Christian when I visited him 
at„his apartment in S.F. on Sept. 3, 1968. He told me then that Kolby 
called someone at Melvin Belli* s office in S.F. to inquire if anyone 
were interested in invading Cuba via a takeover of Haiti. The exact 
time of the call I did not note in my notebook but it would appear to 
have been around late August, 1968 . The man who took the call at Belli* s 
office referred it to Jonn Christian who then referred the whole matter 
to our old friend, Jim Rose. (My guess is that Jonn did this after con- 
sulting with Bill Turner. But I have no evidence just a guess. I can 
find out for you if you want to know, in any event). I did not get the 
name of the man at Belli* s office who turned! the call over to Jonn 
but it sounded a lot like " Saylinson" (phonetic ) « 

Jonn then let me listen to a taped conversation between 
Kolby and Rose where Kolby discussed his plan to invade Haiti and 
asked Rose for help in his scheme. Jonn said that Kolby was a friend 
of Howard Davis whose name came up in my conversation with Jonn. (I'm. 
reasonably certain that the name of Davis was not on the tape but my 
recollection is that somehow a meeting was to be arranged between Rose, 
Kolby with Davis being present. If my memory serves me correctly, the 
meeting did, in fact, materialize). 

According to Jonn, Kolby is from Miami and worked (or works) 
at Mount Sinai Hospital. He is alleged to be a homosexual. At one time 
he was connected with Special Services while serving in the armed ser- 

-viceso £ tried to call Jonn about this and your request to have him 
return the 0 in HO books he has in storage but unfortuantely his number 
is not in service at this time and he left no future phone number where 
he oould be reaohed. He changes addresses and phones more than a chamel- 
eon changes color. However, I've written to him regarding thfese requests 
and will await his peply. (In case you didn't have his address he was 
using P.0. Drawer, Postal Drawer 24455 Westwood Village 90024)* 

Incidentally, I also phoned Bob Truehaft as you requested and 
his secretary asked me to call baok on Monday, Aug. 4 before 2p.m. when 
he is due to argue a case in court. Of course, I shall let you know the 
results of this phone call© 



- 2 ~ 



The idea of a suit against Butler necessarily would involve Frawley 
and I am sure that Truehaft would dearly love to get at him. When I meet 
Truehaft I will show him the Butler series in the Village Square. 

I noticed you said that Gary Scheener loaned you a copy of the 
Village Square. Since you don't have one, I am mailing you a copy of 
Vol.2, No. 1 , which you can keep as your own. I hope it will get to you 
shortly* 

Mentioning legal suits "brings to mind Bill Turner* s suit against the 
"New Yorker" magazine article for the hatchet job Epstein wrote in July, 
1968. If you don't have any copies of the news stories on this I'm gggjg 
enclosing a zerox for your records. 

This suit also brings tosix mind the suit that Edgar Gene Bradley is 
making against the various critics mentioned in the N.O. States-Item on 
July 10, 1969 * No you know anything more about it? I noticed that Pres- 
cott Nichols of the San Biego Committee is named by Bradley. I received 
a letter from him a few days ago but he did not mention this. He said 
his Committee "has been in a state of flux of late" but that he did in- 
tend to publish a newsletter. 

Now for a few other items of note which I've wanted to mention 
but didn't have the opportunity until now: Did you see the article in 
the N.O. States*Item about Sam Recile being called before a federal 
jury (dated 6/3/69)? The article stated that a federal grand jury was 
conducting an investigation of "bankrupt" real estate promoter Recile 
and his partner, Frank Spalitta. Apparently this stems from an invest- 
igation begun in May, 1968 when Federal District Judge Heebe asked the 
U.S. attorney to look into Recile* s bankruptcy. Perhaps going back into 
the newspapers of May, 1968 might give a better indication of what was 
behind it but I know nothing more than this article states* 

You asked if I had a copy of Castro's sppech of 11 / 25 / 63 * No, 

I don't but I will ask Bernardo whom you met while you were here if 
he can locate a copy. He Is competent and can make a translation for 
you and I will ask him to do so. He is often used by KPFA for trans- 
lations of Spanish texts or tapes and I know he would be glad to help 
you. 

You also requested some information concerning the Haitian 
affair in which Kolby was mixed up in. I'm enclosing several articles 
which you can keep for your reference. THese were all provided for by 
the Whites who were only too happy to respond. They send their regards. 

I hope some of these names mentioned in the articles are thoseis you've 
been interested in. Let me know and I'll see what I can do about the 
names of those you're aprticularly interested in. 

Well, the only other item I have that may or may not be signif- 
icant is what Larry Haapanen told me he claims he has a copy of. He 
says that he has what appears to be a photo of Oswald present at the 
Gary Powers U-2 trial wearing the same sport shirt as the one he wore 
in Minsk. Since I haven't seen the photo naturally I can't comment 
but it is interesting to note that on May 1 , I960 (the same day as 
the U-2 flight) Oswald expresses disillusionment being in Russia in 
his diary if memory serves me correctly© Perhaps this is another of those 
unusual coincidences but it hardly seems likely for Oswald to be Kxpxs xx 
expressing disenchantment on the very day that all Russian citizens 
and their friends would or should be outraged. 

I'll close now as I want to get this into the mail. I'll write 
soon again and let you know what's happening here. 




Hal 



